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Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-55 (Canceled) 

56. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by multiple 
public forms users to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms being processed by a 
third party forms servicer that is neither one of the institutions of higher education nor one of the 
public forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request from the form user, a form directed to one of the multiple institutions of 
higher education, the form being generated by a forms generator that generates multiple forms 
corresponding to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms generator generating forms 
that are customized in appearance and content in accordance with the preference of the 
institution to which each of the forms is directed and that include an indication of source 
corresponding to the institution to which each of the forms is directed so as to provide to the 
users of the forms the appearance that the forms are associated with the specific institutions to 
which they are directed, the forms including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 

entering user information onto the form; 

entering payment information; 
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receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the user; 

processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being from the user to the one of the multiple institutions to which 
the form is directed; 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database; and 

making web-based viewing or uploading of at least some of the stored user information in 
the user database available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple institutions 
to which the form is directed, 

the third party forms servicer providing to public form users customized forms identified 
with institutions of higher education and providing to the institutions web-based access to the 
data, while relieving the institution's burden of processing forms and payments. 

57. (New) The method of claim 56 further comprising storing by the third party forms 
servicer user information from additional users who have completed forms directed to the one of 
the multiple institutions and further comprising providing to the one of the multiple institutions 
web-based viewing or uploading of the stored user information from multiple users. 

58. (New) The method of claim 56 further comprising storing by the third party forms 
servicer user information from additional users who have completed forms directed to the one of 
the multiple institutions, and in which: 
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making web-based viewing or uploading available by the third party forms servicer to 
the one of the multiple institutions to which the form is directed includes providing the ability to 
sort data. 

59. (New) The method of claim 56 in which making web-based viewing or uploading of 
at least some of the stored user information in the user database available by the third party 
forms servicer to the one of the multiple institutions to which the form is directed includes 
making user information available from all or a subset of the forms directed to that institution 

60. (New) The method of claim 59 in which making user information available from all 
or a subset of the forms directed to that institution includes making user information available 
corresponding to a time period of user submissions specified by the institution. 

61 . (New) The method of claim 56 in which making web-based viewing or uploading 
available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple institutions to which the 
form is directed includes making available information about the completion status of forms 
directed to the institution. 

62. (New) The method of claim 56 in which making web-based viewing or uploading 
available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple institutions to which the 
form is directed includes making at least some of the stored user information in the user database 
available for performing data analysis. 

63. (New) The method of claim 62 in which making at least some of the stored user data 
available for performing data analysis includes making at least some of the stored user data 
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available for performing correlations between information on the form and information from 
another source. 

64. (New) The method of claim 62 in which making at least some of the stored user data 
available for performing data analysis includes making at least some of the data available for 
performing statistical correlations between information on admissions application forms and 
grades achieved by corresponding applicants, where the form users are admissions applicants 
and forms are admissions applications. 

65. (New) The method of claim 56 in which form users are admissions applicants and 
forms are admissions applications, and in which making web-based viewing or uploading 
available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple institutions to which the 
form is directed includes enabling review of admissions applications from a particular 
geographical area or enabling determination of admissions applicants who play a particular sport 
or instrument. 

66. (New) The method of claim 56 in which entering payment information includes 
entering payment information onto the form. 

67. (New) The method of claim 56 further comprising: 

presenting over a computer network by the third party forms servicer in response to a 
request from the form user, a second form directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher 
education; and 

automatically inserting into the second form user information previously entered onto a 
form by the form user. 
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68. (New) The method of claim 56 in which receiving by the third party forms servicer 
over the computer network user information and electronic payment information entered by the 
user includes verifying that the user information satisfies criteria specified by the one of the 
multiple institutions of higher education to which the form is directed. 

69. (New) The method of claim 56 in which presenting to a form user over a computer 
network by a third party forms servicer in response to a request from the form user a form 
directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher education includes presenting a form 
including multiple pages. 

70. (New) The method of claim 69 further comprising verifying in accordance with 
validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are posted. 

71 . (New) The method of claim 70 in which verifying in accordance with validation 
criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are posted includes verifying the 
user information at a client computer or at a server computer. 

72. (New) The method of claim 70 in which the validation criteria is specified by the 
school to which the form is directed. 

73. (New) The method of claim 70 further comprising verifying in accordance with first 
validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are posted and verifying 
in accordance with second validation criteria user information when a completed form is 
submitted. 

74. (New) The method of claim 73 in which verifying user information in accordance 
with first validation criteria includes verifying user information at a client computer and in which 



-6- 



Application No.: 10/673,674 Filing Date: 09/29/2003 

Amendment dated March 16, 2004 
Page 7 of 22 

verifying user information in accordance with second validation criteria includes verifying user 
information at a server computer. 

75. (New) The method of claim 56 in which presenting to a form user over a computer 
network by a third party forms servicer in response to a request from the form user a form 
directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher education includes presenting the form in 
response to activation by the form user of a hyperlink to the form, the hyperlinking to the form 
occurring from an individual institution's web site without any visible intervening linkage to any 
page naming another institution. 

76. (New) The method of claim 56 in which the forms generator generates forms using 
form data and further comprising: 

altering the form data over the world wide web by the one of the multiple institutions to 
which the form is directed, and 

presenting to a second form user over a computer network by the third party forms 
servicer in response to a request from the second form user, a second form directed to that 
institution, the second form being generated by the forms generator from the altered form data, 
the second form customized in appearance and content in accordance with the preference of that 
institution so as to provide to the second form user the appearance that the second form is 
associated with that institution. 

77. (New) The method of claim 76 in which altering the form data over the world wide 
web by the one of the multiple institutions to which the form is directed includes altering the 
form data without manual intervention by the third party forms servicer. 
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78. (New) The method of claim 76 in which altering the form data includes altering 
deadline dates related to submission of the form. 

79. (New) A computer readable media comprising computer instructions for performing 
the steps of claim 56. 

80. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by multiple 
public forms users to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms being processed by a 
third party forms servicer that is neither one of the institutions of higher education nor one of the 
public forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request from the form user, a form directed to one of the multiple institutions of 
higher education, the form being generated by a forms generator that generates multiple forms 
corresponding to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms generator generating forms 
that are customized in appearance and content in accordance with the preference of the 
institution to which each of the forms is directed and that include an indication of source 
corresponding to the institution to which each of the forms is directed so as to provide to the 
users of the forms the appearance that the forms are associated with the specific institutions to 
which they are directed, the forms including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 

entering user information onto the form; 

entering payment information; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the user; 
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processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being from the user to the one of the multiple institutions to which 
the form is directed; 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database; and 

viewing or uploading of at least some of the stored user information in the user database 
over the world wide web by the one of the multiple institutions to which the form is directed 

the third party forms servicer providing to public form users customized forms identified 
with institutions of higher education and providing to the institutions web-based access to the 
data, while relieving the institution of the administrative burden of processing forms and 
payments. 

8 1 . (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by multiple 
public forms users to multiple higher education entities, the forms being processed by a third 
party forms servicer that is neither one of the higher education entities nor one of the public 
forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request from the form user, a form directed to one of the higher education entities, 
the form being generated from form data by a forms generator that generates multiple forms 
corresponding to higher education entities, the forms generator generating forms that are 
customized in appearance and content in accordance with the preference of the entity to which 
each of the forms is directed and that include an indication of source corresponding to the entity 
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to which each of the forms is directed so as to provide to the users of the forms the appearance 
that the forms are associated with the specific entities to which they are directed, the forms 
including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 
entering user information onto the form; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
entered by the user; 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database; and 

altering the form data over the world wide web by the one of the multiple entities to 
which the form is directed without manual intervention by the third party forms servicer, 

presenting to a second form user over a computer network by the third party forms 
servicer in response to a request from the second form user, a second form directed to the one of 
the higher education entities, the second form being generated from the altered form data by the 
forms generator, the second form customized in appearance and content in accordance with the 
preference of the one of the multiple entities so as to provide to the second form user the 
appearance that the second form is associated with the one of the multiple entities, the forms 
including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 

the third party forms servicer providing to public form users customized forms identified 
with higher education entities and providing to the entities web-based access to the alter the 
form, while relieving the entity of the administrative burden of processing forms and payments 
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82. (New) The method of claim 81 in which presenting a form generated from form data 
includes presenting a form generated from an XML file that describes form. 

83. (New) The method of claim 81 in which altering the form data includes altering the 
form submission deadline dates. 

84. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by multiple 
form users to multiple academic entities, the forms being processed by a third party forms 
servicer that is neither one of the academic entities nor one of the forms users, the method 
comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer a form 
directed to one of the multiple academic entities, the forms including fields for the form user to 
enter user information; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the user; 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database; 

processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being from the user to the one of the multiple academic entities to 
which the form is directed; and 

making web-based viewing or uploading of at least some of the stored user information in 
the user database available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic 
entities to which the form is directed, 
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the third party forms servicer providing to form users customized forms identified with 
the academic entity and providing to the academic entities web-based access to the data, while 
relieving the academic entity's burden of processing forms and payments. 

85. (New) The method of claim 84 in which storing at least some of the user 
information entered on the form in a user database comprises storing user information from 
multiple users who have completed forms directed to one of the multiple academic entities and 
further comprising providing to the one of the multiple academic entities web-based viewing or 
uploading of the stored user information from multiple users. 

86. (New) The method of claim 84 further comprising storing by the third party forms 
servicer user information from additional users who have completed forms directed to the one of 
the multiple academic entities and in which: 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database includes storing the user information in data fields, and 

making web-based viewing or uploading of at least some of the stored user information in 
the user database available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic 
entities to which the form is directed includes providing to the one of the multiple academic 
entities the ability to sort data by fields. 

87. (New) The method of claim 84 in which making web-based viewing or uploading of 
at least some of the stored user information in the user database available by the third party 
forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic entities to which the form is directed includes 
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making user information available from all or a subset of the data entered on forms directed to 
the one of the multiple academic entities. 

88. (New) The method of claim 84 in which making web-based viewing or uploading of 
at least some of the stored user information in the user database available by the third party 
forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic entities to which the form is directed includes 
making information available about the status of forms directed to the academic entities. 

89. (New) The method of claim 84 in which making web-based viewing or uploading of 
at least some of the stored user information in the user database available by the third party 
forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic entities to which the form is directed includes 
making at least some of the user data available for performing data analysis. 

90. (New) The method of claim 89 in which making at least some of the user data 
available for performing statistical analysis includes making at least some of the user data 
available for performing statistical correlations between information on the form and information 
from another source. 

91 . (New) The method of claim 89 in which making at least some of the user data 
available for performing statistical correlations includes making at least some of the user data 
available for performing statistical correlations between information on an admissions 
application form and grades achieved by admitted applicants. 

92. (New) The method of claim 84 in which making web-based viewing or uploading of 
at least some of the stored user information in the user database available by the third party 
forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic entities to which the form is directed includes 
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making at least some of the user data available to review applications of students from a 
particular geographical area or students who play a particular sport or instrument. 

93. (New) The method of claim 84 in which entering payment information includes 
entering payment information onto the form. 

94. (New) The method of claim 84 further comprising: 

presenting over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in response to a 
request from the form user, a second form directed to one of the multiple academic entities; and 

automatically inserting into the second form user information previously entered onto a 
form by the form user. 

95. (New) The method of claim 84 in which receiving by the third party forms servicer 
over the computer network user information and electronic payment information entered by the 
user includes verifying that the user information satisfies criteria specified by the one of the 
multiple academic entities to which the form is directed. 

96. (New) The method of claim 95 in which verifying in accordance with validation 
criteria includes verifying the user information at a client computer or at a server computer. 

97. (New) The method of claim 84 in which presenting a form to a form user over a 
computer network includes presenting a form including multiple pages. 

98. (New) The method of claim 97 further comprising verifying in accordance with 
validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages after each page is completed. 

99. (New) The method of claim 95 in which the validation criteria is specified by the 
academic entity to which the form is directed. 
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100. (New) The method of claim 95 further comprising verifying in accordance with first 
validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are completed and 
verifying in accordance with second validation criteria user information when the completed 
form is submitted. 

101. (New) The method of claim 100 in which the first validation criteria, the second 
validation criteria, or both validation criteria are specified by the entity to which the application 
is directed. 

102. (New) The method of claim 100 in which verifying user information in accordance 
with first validation criteria includes verifying user information at a client computer and in which 
verifying user information in accordance with second validation criteria includes verifying user 
information at a server computer. 

103. (New) A computer readable media including computer instructions for performing 
the steps of claim 84. 

104. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by 
multiple form users to multiple academic institutions, the forms being processed by a third party 
forms servicer that is neither one of the academic institutions nor one of the forms users, the 
method comprising: 

presenting over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in response to 
activation of a hyperlink to the form by a form user a form directed to one of the multiple 
academic institutions, the form including fields for the form user to enter user information and 
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the hyperlinking to the form occuring from an individual institution's web site without any 
visible intervening linkage to any page naming another institution; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the user; 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the form in a user database; 

processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being from the user to the one of the multiple academic institutions 
to which the form is directed; and 

making web-based viewing or uploading of at least some of the stored user information in 
the user database available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic 
institutions to which the form is directed, 

the third party forms servicer providing to form users customized forms identified with 
the academic entity and providing to the academic entities web-based access to the data, while 
relieving the academic entity's burden of processing forms and payments. 

105. (New) An apparatus for processing over a computer network forms directed by 
multiple public forms users to multiple academic entities, the forms being processed by a third 
party forms servicer that is neither one of the multiple entities nor one of the public forms users, 
the system comprising: 

a processor for executing computer instructions, the processor associated with the third 
party forms servicer; and 
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computer accessible memory in data communication with the processor and storing 
computer instructions for: 

presenting over a computer network to a form user by the third party forms 
servicer a form directed to one of the multiple entities, the form including fields for the 
form user to enter user information; 
* receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user 

information and electronic payment information entered by the user; 

processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated 
with the form, the processed payment being from the form user to the one of the multiple 
entities to which the form is directed; and 

making web-based viewing or uploading of the stored user information in the user 
database available by the third party forms servicer to the one of the multiple academic 
entities to which the form is directed, 

the third party forms servicer providing to form users customized forms identified 
with the academic entity and providing to the academic entities web-based access to the 
data, while relieving the academic entity's burden of processing forms and payments. 
106. (New) The apparatus of claim 105 in which the computer accessible memory 
storing computer instructions stores instructions for providing to the one of the multiple entities 
web-based viewing or uploading of the stored user information from multiple users. 
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107. (New) The apparatus of claim 105 in which the computer accessible memory 
storing computer instructions stores instructions for providing to the one of the multiple entities 
the ability to sort data by fields. 

108. (New) The method of claim 105 in which the computer accessible memory storing 
computer instructions stores instructions for making available all or a subset of the data entered 
on forms directed to the one of the multiple entities. 

109. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by 
multiple public forms users to institutions, the forms processing being administered by a third 
party forms servicer that is neither one of the institutions nor one of the public forms users, the 
method comprising: 

web-based viewing or uploading of user information by an institution from a third party 
forms servicer, the user information being derived from a form customized for the institution and 
identified primarily with the institution rather than with the third party forms servicer, the 
customized form being presented to a form user over a computer network by the third party 
forms servicer, the customized form including fields for data to be inserted manually by the 
forms user or automatically, the information in the completed form being posted to the third 
party forms servicer; and 

receiving from the form user via the third party form servicer an electronic payment 
associated with the customized form; 
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thereby providing to the form user a customized form identified with the institution and 
providing the institution with web-based viewing or uploading of data and an electronic 
payment, while relieving the institution's burden of processing forms and payments. 

1 10. (New) The method of claim 109 in which web-based viewing or uploading of user 
information by an institution from a third party forms servicer includes web-based viewing or 
uploading user information derived from a customized admissions application form branded to 
the institution. 

111. (New) The method of claim 109 in which receiving an electronic payment 
associated with the customized form includes receiving an electronic payment that includes a 
form fee minus a form processing fee retained by the third party servicer. 

112. (New) The method of claim 109 in which web-based viewing or uploading of user 
information by an institution includes web-based viewing or uploading of user information 
derived from a form customized for and primarily identified with the first institution, the user 
information including information that was: 

posted by the form user on a previously completed form customized for and identified 
primarily with a second institution, 

stored by the third party forms servicer, and 

automatically inserted into the form customized for and identified with the first 
institution, thereby allowing the form user to enter information on a form associated with one 
institution, the information being saved and automatically inserted into a subsequent form 
associated with a different institution. 
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113. (New) The method of claim 109 in which web-based viewing or uploading of user 
information by an institution includes web-based viewing or uploading of information that was 
verified by the third party forms servicer as satisfying criteria specified by the institution. 

114. (New) The method of claim 109 in which web-based viewing or uploading by an 
institution includes web-based viewing or uploading of information that was derived from a 
multiple page form directed to the institution by a form user. 

115. (New) A computer readable media including computer instructions for performing 
the steps of claim 109. 

116. (New) A method of processing over a computer network forms directed by 
multiple public forms users to higher education entities, the forms being processed by a third 
party forms servicer that is neither one of the higher education entities nor one of the public 
forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request from the form user, a form directed to one of the higher education entities, 
the form being generated by a forms generator that generates multiple forms corresponding to 
higher education entities, the forms generator generating from form data forms that are 
customized in appearance and content in accordance with the preference of the entity to which 
each of the forms is directed and that include an indication of source corresponding to the entity 
to which each of the forms is directed so as to provide to the users of the forms the appearance 
that the forms are associated with the specific entities to which they are directed, the forms 
including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 
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altering the form data over the world wide web by the one of the entities to which the 
form is directed, and 

presenting to a second form user over a computer network by the third party forms 
servicer in response to a request from the second form user, a second form directed to the one of 
the higher education entities, the second form being generated by the forms generator from the 
altered form data, the second form customized in appearance and content in accordance with the 
preference of the one of the higher education entities so as to provide to the second form user the 
appearance that the second form is associated with the one of the higher education entities, the 
forms including fields for the forms users to enter user information. 

117. (New) The method of claim 1 16 in which the form is an admissions application and 
in which altering the form data includes altering the form submission deadline dates. 

118. (New) The method of claim 1 16 in which altering the form data over the world 
wide web by the one of the higher education entities to which the form is directed includes 
altering the form data without manual intervention by the third party forms servicer. 

119. (New) The method of claim 1 16 in which presenting a form generated from form 
data includes presenting a form generated from an XML file that describes form. 
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